
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Northumberland County Blind Association named as 
Bamburgh Castle Charity of the Year 2016 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Simple talking computers 
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Northumberland County Blind Association 
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We are delighted to be 
named as Bamburgh 
Castle Charity of the Year 
for 2016. Bamburgh Castle 
Director, Chris Calvert said: 
“The Armstrong Family feel 
it is important that local 
charities are supported by 
local business and over the 
last few years Bamburgh 
Castle has supported 
several of the County’s 
charitable organisations. 
After receiving some 
information through the 
post about the NCBA we 
decided that we should  

 
 

support the Association and 
the work it does in 
Northumberland. We look 
forward to working with the 
team in Morpeth to raise 
funds and help improve the 
experiences that blind and 
partially sighted people 
receive in Northumberland.” 
 

Acting NCBA Chair, Ian 
Steele said: “We are 
delighted to receive the 
support of the Armstrong 
Family and look forward to 
working with everyone at 
Bamburgh Castle in the New 
Year.” 
 
 
 



Helping local people with sight loss get online 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In September we held our first 
Online Today information 
session – an RNIB project that 
aims to help people with a 
sensory loss get online using 
laptops, tablets (Android and 
Apple), smartphones and 
eBook readers. 
 
Eleven people attended the 
session all wanting to learn 
more about new technologies 
that can help them make the 
most of using the internet.  Mr 
Thompson said: “I found the 
information and 
demonstrations really helpful. I 
didn’t think I could use these 
devices thinking they would be 
unsuitable for someone with 
my degree of sight loss, but 
now I know I too can use a 
smartphone or tablet by 
turning on the accessibility 
options such as the VoiceOver 
or Zoom features on an iPad 
and iPhone.” 
 
David Brown, RNIB Online 
Today Co-ordinator said: We 
welcome the opportunity of 
working with local sight loss 
organisations. The session at 
NCBA offices was a very good 

meeting with a particularly 
responsive and engaging 
bunch of people. Everyone 
who attended really wanted to 
learn and understand the 
difference these devices could 
make to their lives; we hope 
the session gave people the 
confidence, knowledge and 
skills to use these 
technologies. We look forward 
to working with the team at 
NCBA in holding more events 
throughout Northumberland in 
the coming months.” 
 
 
We plan to hold another 
session in the Alnwick area in 
the New Year, so if you would 
like to attend or perhaps 
suggest where we can hold 
one near where you live, 
please get in touch with us. 
 
More information about the 
project can be found on the 
RNIB website: 
www.rnib.org.uk/onlinetoday 
 
Telephone: 0303 123 9999 
Email: 
onlinetoday@rnib.org.uk 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Northumberland student shines at achievement 

awards 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Success at The Royal 
National College for the Blind 
(RNC) comes in many guises. 
For some, it is recognition of 
academic achievement. For 
others, it is progress made in 
a particular sport or craft. For 
every student at RNC, 
success also means 
independence and confidence 
in daily skills that people with 
full sight may often take for 
granted. 
 
A number of nominated 
awards were granted to 
students in honour of their 
work and commitment in the 
last academic year at the 
College’s annual Celebration 
of Achievement on Thursday 
22 October 2015. Students 
from every course area were 
commended for their 
achievements and enjoyed a 
frank and inspiring talk from 
former RNC student Josh 
Feehan, who told a familiar 
tale of a rapid decline in vision 
and the need to get used to 
being a blind person in a 
sighted world. 
 
 
 
 

“We are very lucky to be blind 
and partially sighted people in 
this day and age,” said Josh. 
“I wouldn’t be where I am 
today without having come to 
RNC. We are just as capable 
as people who are able-
bodied. Remember to do your 
thing!” 
 
Josh’s encouragement to 
students for preparing for the 
world of work was timely, as 
Kieran Little (from Blyth, 
Northumberland) was 
awarded the inaugural Cisco 
Award by Neil Smith, Global 
Leader for Licensed Small 
Cell, and Andrew Smith of the 
Open University.  
 
The Cisco Networking 
Academy was launched in 
September 2014 and Kieran 
demonstrated an aptitude for 
the course from the outset. He 
was surprised on stage when 
Neil Smith announced that, as 
part of winning the award, he 
also gains a work placement 
at Cisco to enhance his 
networking career prospects. 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Photo: Kieran 
Little (centre) 
being 
presented his 
award by 
representativ
es from Cisco 
and the Open 
University 

 

Professor Tamar Thompson, 
Chair of the Board of 
Governors, praised the 
students in her closing 
address, saying: “It is because 
of your dedication to your 
programmes that I thank you 
for making RNC the success it 
is.” 
 
 
Work of The Royal National 
College (RNC) 
 
The Royal National College 
for the Blind (RNC) is the UK’s 
leading specialist residential 
college of further education for 
people with a visual 
impairment. Since 1872, they 
 
 
 
 

have been building on their 
expertise and successes, 
which enable the College to 
offer a variety of products and 
services to a diverse 
audience. In addition to 
educational opportunities they 
also offer specialist training 
and support to businesses, 
universities and other 
education providers, and 
specialist professionals 
working with visually impaired 
people. 
 
For further information please 
visit their website: 
www.rnc.ac.uk 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Helping you with your tax 
 
RNIB has a free and confidential service to help people with sight 
loss with tax issues. RNIB staff can guide you through the tax 
allowances, benefits and concessions you may be entitled to and 
which products are exempt from VAT. The following is a summary 
of personal tax allowances available for the current tax year 
2015-16. 
 
Personal Allowance 
 
The amount of tax free income you can have in a year is called 
your personal allowance. The standard personal allowance for 
most people is £10,600. If you were born before 6 April 1938, you 
may be entitled to the age-related allowance which is £10,660. 
 
Blind Person’s Allowance 
 
People registered blind or severely sight impaired can claim an 
additional allowance called the Blind Person’s Allowance. The 
allowance is £2,290 which can reduce your tax by up to £458 this 
year. You can transfer the Blind person’s Allowance to your 
husband, wife or civil partner if you cannot make use of it all. 
Claims can be backdated for up to four years if you were 
registered blind or severely sight impaired during that time. 
 
Married Couple’s Allowance 
 
Married Couple’s Allowance could reduce your tax bill by £835 a 
year if you’re married and if one of you was born before 6 April 
1935. 
 
Marriage Allowance 
 
The new Marriage Allowance allows you to transfer some of your 
Personal Alowance to your spouse if you were both born on or 



 

after 6 April 1935. This may reduce your partner’s tax by up to 
£212. 
 

Tax on savings interest 
 

You may qualify for tax free interest on your savings if your 
taxable income is less than £15,600. It can be more than this if 
you get the Blind Person’s Allowance, Married Couple’s 
Allowance or Marriage Allowance. 
 

Further information – to find out what you can claim call RNIB on 
0845 330 4897 or 0151 702 5721. There is more information on 
the GOV.UK website at: www.gov.uk. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to new team member at NCBA 
 

Susan Bennett – Volunteer Co-ordinator 
 

Susan is the newest 
member of staff to join the 
team at NCBA working 
alongside Antonietta and 
Trevor as part of the Key 
Communications Project. 
 

Susan’s background is in 
Nursing and Social Work 
with people with a learning 
difficulty. Susan also has 
experience supporting 
people with a visual 
impairment and is 
registered partially sighted 
herself, which she feels 
will help her to understand  
and relate to service 
users. 
 

Susan said: “ NCBA 
volunteers play an 
important part in people’s 
lives and they are a real 
asset to the service. I am 
looking forward to working 
closely with all volunteers 
and supporting them on a 
daily basis. 
 

Volunteers play such a 
crucial role in all areas of 
NCBA work, by helping to 
reduce social isolation 
through the home visiting 
service for example, or 
helping out with 
fundraising events to 
driving people to support 
groups and appointments.” 



 

Northumberland Low Vision Action Group 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

the last spot check this was 
down to 63. A great reduction 
I hope you will agree.  We will 
continue to campaign until 
sight impaired residents can 
walk freely and unobstructed 
around their shopping areas. 
NAG with the support of RNIB 
and Guide Dogs raised 
awareness of this issue by 
taking the Local Councillor 
responsible for Adult Care 
together with Morpeth MP Ian 
Lavery on a blindfold walk 
round Morpeth. Ian Lavery 
said it was the most 
worthwhile thing he had done 
since becoming an MP. 
 
Sometimes, results take time 
but recently, a pole in the 
middle of the pavement at the 
Wellway roundabout in 
Morpeth was removed within 
two weeks following a 
discussion with the Highways 
Department. There is a similar 
obstacle in Loansdean and 
this has been reported. So 
watch this space (literally). 
 
We have regular discussions 
with BID Services 
Northumberland who provide  

It has been some time since 
NOISE printed an article on 
the work the Low Vision 
Action Group (NAG) has been 
carrying out. Many readers 
may have thought that the 
Group is no longer in 
existence. I can assure you 
that this is not the case and 
we have recently had some 
notable successes in 
improving life for the visually 
impaired in Northumberland. 
We now have a web site 
where you can get up to date 
information on what we have 
been doing. Visit us on 
www.nagvip.co.uk. 
 
We have spent some time in 
cultivating connections with 
Northumberland County 
Council and are hopeful we 
can move them towards a 
total ban on advertising 
boards (commonly known as 
A Boards) on the pavements 
in our town centres. Those of 
you living in Morpeth will have 
noticed fewer A Boards. A 
survey undertaken 18 months 
ago showed that there were 
104 A Boards on the three 
main streets in the town; at  

http://www.nagvip.co.uk/


 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

the rehabilitation and other 
services for VIPs. They have 
had over 400 referrals in their 
first nine months of operation, 
which highlights the growing 
number of people who need 
help, particularly as we are an 
ageing population. Contact Pat 
Martin, email: 
pat.martin@bidnorthumberland
.org.uk if you need assistance. 
 
Over the last few months we 
have been working with the 
Highways Manager and his 
team over the problems of 
street clutter, overhanging 
branches, audible crossings, 
dropped curbs, pavement 
parking etc. They are currently 
carrying out a street audit 
throughout the County and we 
will get more information in the 
New Year. NAG is continually 
striving to impress upon the 
relevant council officers how 
day to day access issues can 
and should be remedied for the 
benefit of all Northumberland 
residents. 
 
We encourage our members to 
be active, to take every 
opportunity to raise awareness 
of the difficulties of living with  

sight loss and suggest simple 
solutions to serious problems. 
Many of our members who 
belong to other organisations 
do just this. For example, one 
of our members raised, at 
board level the fact that 
people with low vision cannot 
read/see the signage at the 
new emergency hospital in 
Cramlington. It was also 
raised at the recent 
Healthwatch AGM and we 
understand it is under review. 
 
Our vice chairman, Chris 
Grethe recently had a meeting 
with Ann-Marie Trevelyan the 
new MP for Berwick allowing 
him to raise a variety of issues 
ranging from accessibility 
problems through to welfare 
benefits. She also did a 
blindfolded walk to help better 
understand the difficulties. At 
our last NAG meeting her 
political agent attended in 
order to obtain information on 
our views on pavement 
parking in advance of the 
forthcoming debate in 
Parliament where Ann-Marie 
intends to raise the issue. 
 
We continue to campaign for  

mailto:pat.martin@bidnorthumberland.org.uk
mailto:pat.martin@bidnorthumberland.org.uk


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RNIB Campaigns 
 
Current campaigns include: 

 Stop future cuts to Employment and Support Allowance 
(ESA). 

 People’s experience of claiming, or trying to claim, Access 
to Work (ATW). 

 Engaging with NHS decision makers aiming to improve the 
way eye care services are planned and delivered locally. 

 
To find out more about current RNIB campaigns and how you 
can get involved, contact the Campaigns team on 020 7391 

2123 or email campaigns@rnib.org.uk 

talking buses to be extended 
to all parts of the region 
through members participating 
in NEAT, North East 
Accessible Transport Group. 
Some of our members have 
joined their GP patient 
participation groups and use 
these opportunities to raise 
issues and difficulties our 
members have with 
accessible healthcare. 
 
We are supported in our 
endeavours by the RNIB’s 
campaign officer Lucy Dixon 
and Guide Dogs’ engagement 
officer Linda Oliver who attend 
each meeting and their help 
and advice is invaluable. 

So there it is; a snapshot of 
our activities. It is very 
satisfying to be directly 
involved in these campaigns 
and not just stand by on the 
sideline. Make your voice 
heard.  So If you feel the 
same contact John Anderson 
on 01670503782, Alison 
Murray on 07921854832, 
Chris Greathe 07813507560 
or  Bob Potter 01434 600097. 
 
Next year we will be meeting 
on the third Thursday of each 
month often at Reiver House 
starting at 2.00pm - the next 
meeting is on Thursday 18th 
February 2016. We would love 
to see you. 

mailto:campaigns@rnib.org.uk


 

Fun and informative trip to Carisle Park, Morpeth 
 

It was very interesting to read Brian Harles article in the last issue 
of NOISE on the life and legacy of William Turner who is called 
the father of English Botany. He was a native of Morpeth and we 
should be proud of the part he played in the naming of plants. 
 

You can enjoy William Turners success by visiting the gardens in 
Carlisle Park. Recently Bloomers Gardening Group (which meets 
on the third Friday of each month) arranged a conducted tour 
around the gardens in Morpeth. Emma Evans who is the Green 
Spaces Officer also brought her friend Ruth Cuevas who is a 
specialist Botanist and Herbalist based in Morpeth. The tour was 
informative, enlightening and humorous. Can I encourage you to 
make a visit. You may need a sighted person to read the small 
print on the description labels explaining what the herbs were 
used for. Particularly the one medieval ladies used to increase 
their figure sizes. 
 

If you want to know more about herbal medicine you can contact 
Ruth on hadadvende.herbs@gmail.com. If you want to enjoy the 
companionship of other like minded gardeners contact John 
Anderson on 01670 503782 - Happy Gardening. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Northumberland County Blind Association (NCBA) is your 
local voluntary association working for the visually 

impaired throughout Northumberland. 
 

Do you have time to volunteer and make a real difference 
helping us to support visually impaired people in 

Northumberland.? 
 

Volunteering is very rewarding it enables you to: 
Give something back - Help others - Enjoy new experiences 

 

Do something positive and contact us to find out about our 
volunteering opportunities. Telephone: 01670 514316 

email: volunteer@ncba.org.uk  

mailto:hadadvende.herbs@gmail.com


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Outreach information and advice clinics 
across Northumberland 2016 
 
Find out more about our voluntary services, 
demonstrations of maginfiers and equipment to help 
you manage on a daily basis, volunteering 
opportunities, or ask questions about your visual 
impairment.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you know of a venue where you would like us to visit 
please do get in touch to discuss. For further 
information please call us on 01670 514316 or email: 
info@ncba.org.uk 

Ashington library on the 
4th Tuesday of the 
month, 2pm to 4pm. 
 
Bedlington library on the 
1st Friday of the month, 
2pm to 4pm. 
 
Berwick library on the 3rd 
Friday of the month, 2pm 
to 4pm. 
 
Blyth library on the 2nd 
Friday of the month, 2pm 
to 4pm. 
 

Cramlington library on 
the 4th Monday of the 
month, 10am to 12 noon. 
 
Hexham library on the 
3rd Wednesday of the 
month, 2pm to 4pm. 
 
Morpeth library on the 
3rd Monday of the 
month, 10am to 12noon. 
 
Prudhoe library on the 
3rd Tuesday of the 
month, 10am to 12noon. 



 

Bringing services together to support people with a 
visual impairment in Northumberland 

 

We held another successful Open Day back in September 
bringing together suppliers of low vision aids and sight loss 
organsiations such as Blind Veterans UK and the Macular 
Society. The event was well attended giving local people the 
opportunity to speak with representatives about their services. 
People took the opportunity to try out some of the latest products 
and technologies including the latest electronic video magnifiers 
and magnification software. We look forward to holding a similar 
event in the Spring at Reiver House.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Living with Age-Related Macular 
Degeneration (AMD) 

 

Do you have macular degeneration and live in the Berwick  
area? We would like to relaunch our Berwick upon Tweed 
support group in the Spring. 
 

Why not come along to a free event on Friday 19 February 
2016, 1pm to 3pm at Berwick Baptist Church, Golden Square, 
TD15 1BG. You will hear more about the condition, useful 
hints and tips and meet others with central vision loss. 
 

There will be stands with information and a gadget and lighting 
display from NCBA and the Macular Society. Tea, coffee and 
biscuits from 1pm to 1.30pm.  
 

For more information call Michelle Dutton on 0161 491 6081 if 
you would like to attend or for futher information. 
 



 

Fundraising news 
 

We had a fantastic turn out 
at our Christmas Fayre in 
November.  The fayre was 
opened by the Mayor of 
Morpeth, Councillor Alison 
Byard.  We raised  a 
magnificent £604.00 and 
would like to thank 
everyone who attended on 
the day and to all of the stall 
holders for their time and 
hard work. 
 
               

 

Running to support Northumberland County Blind 
Association – Great North Run 2016 
 

Volunteer Dawn Watson is taking part in the Great North 
Run 2016 to raise funds for NCBA. Dawn is severely sight 
impaired and “can do things that sighted people do.” Dawn 
said: “ When I first moved to Morpeth I didn’t have much 
confidence and determination but I got help from NCBA. 
They helped me to learn to travel on public transport and 
trained me how to use a long cane. I can now travel with 
confidence on buses and trains. I do occasional 
volunteering for NCBA and I want to help them even more 
by taking part in the Great North Run.” Dawn will be 
supported by good friends Katie and Lee Robinson. Lee 
will be Dawn’s sighted guide on the day and Katie will help 
with all the training. If you would like to pledge your support 
by making a donation to help Dawn raise funds for NCBA 
please contact us on 01670 514316 or email: 
info@ncba.org.uk 

 



 

Congratulations to our 100 Club Prize Winners 2015 
 

100 Club 1st Prize 2nd Prize 3rd
 
Prize 

October 
186 

Mrs S 
Richardson 

150 
G M Howorth 

45 
Mrs P Hill 

November 
52 

Mr G Hamilton 
8 

Ms B Fawcett 
164 

Mr E Lewin 

December 
163 

Mrs B 
Robertson 

136 
Ms W Barnes 

77 
Mr R Thompson 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

NORTHUMBERLAND COUNTY BLIND ASSOCIATION 
 

We would like to wish everyone a 
Merry Christmas and a peaceful 

New Year 
 

Reiver House will be closed from 
mid-day on Thursday 24 December and 

re-open on Monday 4 January 2016 
 

 
Registered Charity Number: 1102386. 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Tynedale Beer Festival is a friendly social event held in 
the beautiful surroundings at Tynedale Park, Corbridge 
on 16-18th June 2016. Jointly run by Tynedale Rugby 
Club and Tynedale Lions Club. 
 

The festival offers over 120 beers, 25 ciders, a wine bar 
with Pimms and Prosecco. They have live music and 
amazing street food, all served under cover in an 
enormous marquee. The festival will take place on the 
banks of the river, in a beautiful setting with camping on 
site and the railway station at the gates so a short walk 
away.  Saturday afternoon is their family session, with 
childrens entertainment (children are admitted for free 
with an adult) and Rugby 7s as well as music. 
 

Tickets are £12, food and drinks are purchased with 
tokens (6 for £10).  They also offer beer sponsorships 
which make a great present for a family occasion, or as a 
promotion for businesses. Please see their website for 
details and photos www.tynedalebeerfestival.org.uk or 
you can find us on Facebook: tynedalebeerfestival or 
Twitter @tynebeerfest 

 

Tynedale Beer Festival 
supports Northumberland 
County Blind Association 
as one of their three 
'Good Causes' for 2016 
Festival. 
 

http://www.tynedalebeerfestival.org.uk/


 

Living with Sight Loss Counselling Service 
 

If you are a person experiencing sight loss or supporting a 
person with sight loss, you may find it helpful to talk 
through your feelings with someone outside your circle of 
family and friends. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

at the end of each session. 
After 6 sessions, the 
Counsellor will review with 
you your ongoing 
counselling needs. 
 

The counselling contract 
can be extended to meet 
your ongoing needs or we 
can work towards a 
therapeutic ending.  A brief 
ongoing record of each 
session will be made.  
 

Counselling confidentiality is 
very important to us and our 
service is confidential.  
 

Your Counsellor adheres to 
the British Association of 
Counselling and 
Psychotherapy Ethical 
Framework and complies 
with the Data Protection Act. 
www.bacp.co.uk 
 
To make an appointment 
please contact NCBA on 
01670 514316. 

 
 
 

Having the opportunity to 
talk things over, can help 
you understand your 
feelings, and enable you to 
share difficult thoughts and 
think about ways of coping 
with the changes in your life. 
 

Perhaps you are 
experiencing feelings of 
sadness, anger or anxiety 
and this is affecting you on 
a day to day basis.  
 

Maybe it is causing you to 
worry about the future. The 
service offers telephone 
counselling with a trained 
Counsellor. Once you have 
contacted us, our counsellor 
will contact you to discuss 
and arrange a mutually 
convenient appointment 
with you. 
 

The initial Counselling 
contract is for six to ten 
sessions. The Counselling 
session is 50 minutes. A 
new appointment is made 
 

http://www.bacp.co.uk/


 

Support groups and clubs for people with a visual 
impairment 
 

Clubs and groups meet in the following areas and new members 
are welcome, please contact us if you are interested in attending 
any of these groups.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ashington at Bothal 
Cottages, Community 
Centre on Mondays, 1.30pm 
– 3.30pm. 
 
Activities group – meet up at 
Reiver House and various 
venues around 
Northumberland on a 
monthly basis on a 
Wednesday. 
 
SocialEyes Ashington and 
surrounding areas on the 
1st Wednesday of the 
month, 12.30pm – 2.30pm. 
 
SocialEyes Alnwick around 
Alnwick area on 2nd Friday 
of the month, 12.30pm – 
2.30pm. 

 
SocialEyes Bellingham – a 
small get together in the 
Bellingham area as agreed 
by members. 
 
 

Blyth Club at Scout Hut 
Headquarters on Edward 
Street, meet weekly on 
Thursdays from February to 
mid December. 
 
Bloomers Garden Club at 
Hepscott Park Garden 
Centre on the 3rd Friday of 
the month, 10.30am – 
12.30pm. 
 
SocialEyes Craft Group at 
Reiver House, Morpeth on 
the 3rd Thursday of the 
month, 10am – 12noon (not 
August). 
 
Hexham Pop-in Club at 
Adapt (North East), Burn 
Lane, Hexham on alternate 
Fridays, 10am – 12noon. 
 
SocialEyes Hexham meet at 
various locations around 
Hexham on 1st Tuesday of 
the month, 12noon – 
2.30pm. 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

New Northumberland 
 
 

Insight club at Adult Training 
Centre, Kitty Brewster 
Estate, Blyth on alternate 
Tuesday evenings at 
6.30pm. 
 

SocialEyes Prudhoe, Parish 
Hall, Prudhoe Front Street 
on the 3rd Tuesday of the 
month, 10am – 12noon. 
 

SocialEyes Ponteland, meet 
on the 3rd Thursday of the 
month, alternately in Merton 
Hall, Ponteland and other 
local venues. 
 

Women’s Group at Reiver 
House, Morpeth on the 3rd 
Tuesday of the month. 
 

Younger Person’s Group at 
Reiver House, Morpeth and 
other local venues on the 
4th Monday of the month. 
 
 

New NCBA website 
going live in the New 
Year! 
 
NCBA will have a new look 
website for 2016. We hope 
you will find it a useful 
resource and we encourage 
you to visit the site as often 
as possible to find out about 
 

the latest news and events. 
The website will also have 
details about all of our 
services with accessibility 
features allowing change of 
colour contrast. The domain 
name stays the same: 
www.ncba.org.uk 
 
 
IT training for people with 
a visual impairment 
 
In these lessons we will be 
learning how to send an 
email, navigate between 
websites, copy photographs 
from your camera to your 
computer, basic word 
processing, understand 
internet safety and security 
and much more.  We will 
also be using Dolphin Guide 
and Supernova 
magnification and screen 
reading software during the 
classes. Please call us on 
01670 514316 or email: 
info@ncba.org.uk to 
express your interest. If you 
have already contacted us 
about these classes, we will 
be in touch to confirm dates 
and times. 
 
 
 



 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Voluntary services at 
NCBA 
 
Sightline – a peer 
telephone support service 
for newly registered blind 
or partially sighted people 
coming to terms with the 
practicalities of their sight 
loss. 
 

Home visiting – a trained 
volunteer can provide 
support to someone with 
daily activities such as 
reading correspondence, 
choosing an audio book 
or simply listening and 
chatting over a cup of tea. 
 

Volunteer drivers – we 
provide a volunteer driver 
service for vision impaired 
people living in 
Northumberland. If you, 
or someone you know, 
needs to attend an 
important appointment or 
attend a club or group 
meeting please contact 
us. 
 

Please contact us if you 
are interested in any of 
these services, call us on 
01670 514 316 or email: 
info@ncba.org.uk 
 

New online radio station 
 
A new online radio station 
based in the UK has been 
setup for visually impaired 
people.  The VIP Lounge aims 
to offer information and 
support to people in other 
countries. 

 
It is run by, and on behalf of, 
visually impaired people. It is 
a voluntary peer support 
group running on a budget of 
zero. They offer access to all 
agencies who provide 
services to people with sight 
loss, including social 
support, mental health 
advice, training in confidence 
building.  

 
It is a truly global radio 
station and the website is 
fully accessible. If you would 
like to be involved as a 
presenter and make a huge 
difference to the lives of so 
many people with sight loss 
get in touch, email: 
viplounge@icloud.com 
 
 
To find out more please visit: 
www.theviploungeonline.com 
 
 
 

http://www.theviploungeonline.com/


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Meeting Room Hire 
 A 520sq ft. room seating up to 25 people with 

kitchenette including tea and coffee making 
facilities. £80 for a full day or £15 per hour (or part 

there of). 
 

Desk Hire 
A modern office with Wi-Fi internet, photocopying 

equipment, staff kitchen, WC’s, free on site parking 
and sensory gardens. Two free days meeting room 

hire is also included in desk hire in addition to a 
reception service. 

 
Recording Studio 

This room can be used as office space for two 
people or as a small recording studio, with free 

equipment hire, 102sq ft. £40 per day or £10 per 
hour. Sensory loss groups may be eligible for 

concessionary rates. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

For further details on meeting room, desk and 
office hire please contact us on 01670 514316 

or email: info@ncba.org.uk. 
 

 

Conference and meeting room hire 
at Reiver House, Morpeth 

 



 

Talking Technology 
 
Optelec ClearView C 
 

The new Optelec ClearView 
C is a desktop video 
magnifier designed to 
improve your reading 
experience. The unique C-
shape provides you with 
more working space, 
enabling you to read your 
favourite newspaper, enjoy 
craftwork or write a cheque without being restricted in movement. 
 

The ClearView C has a modern and stylish look that fits perfectly 
in your living room or anywhere around the home. Whether you 
prefer simple or more advance options, the ClearView C offers 
you both. The basic controls are always visible – and to reveal 
the additional buttons for reading lines, adjustable contrast and 
many other features, simply turn it around. 
 

Book a demonstration at our Resource Centre 
 

If you would like to learn more about the ClearView C and see if 
it’s the right desktop video magnifier for you, please call us to 
book a demonstration at our Resource Centre. Demonstrations 
are available until the end of January 2016. 
               
 

Miniguide - silent vibrating obstacle 
detector for people with severe 
sight difficulties 
 
The Miniguide is the ideal secondary 
navigational aid to help locate 
doorways, trees, lampposts, people 
and unexpected obstacles with 

 

 



 

accuracy. Small and discrete it is easily concealed in the palm of 
the hand. 
 
The Miniguide has 5 distance settings ranging from half a meter 
to 8 meters. The closer the obstacle is the faster it will vibrate. An 
audible bleep output for use with an earpiece can accompany the 
vibrator or be used independently. Primarily designed as a 
secondary navigation aid the Miniguide is a perfect companion to 
a white cane. 
 
For further information about the Miniguide contact Pamtrad 
Customs Ltd. Tel: 0115 981 6636 or email: info@pamtrad.co.uk. 
website: www.pamtrad.co.uk 
               
 
Perkins SMART Brailler -  a new way to communicate and 
learn braille - ‘hear the words, see the letters, connect the 
dots’ 
 

 
Features include:  
 

 video screen and audio 
feedback - shows and speaks 
letters and words in real-time 
as they are being brailled in 
SimBraille or large print 
 

 USB port - create a hard copy 
document in braille and save it 
as a text file, and upload the 
document onto a computer 
and read it in print 

 
 
For further information about the Perkins Smart Brailler visit the 
RNIB shop website: www.shop.rnib.org.uk  

 

mailto:info@pamtrad.co.uk
http://www.shop.rnib.org.uk/


 

Make a difference – support our services 
 
The Northumberland County Blind Association is a registered 
charity and depends on outside help for many of its activities. We 
are greatly helped by our team of volunteers as well as many 
people that support us financially.  
 
If you would like to help by: volunteering, fundraising, making a 
donation, being actively involved with one of our committees, 
making a bequest, joining our 100 club, please contact us on 
01670 514316. 
 
If you pay income tax your donation can be worth 25% more to us 
just by completing and enclosing the slip below with your 
donation. 
 
Name:               
 
Address:              
 
           Postcode:     
 
I am a taxpayer. Signature          
 
Please call 01670 514316 or email info@ncba.org.uk if you 
would like to contribute an article or make a comment on anything 
your have read in this newsletter. 
 
NoISe stands for “Northumberland Information Service for people 
with vision impairment”.  NoISe is a free publication that is 
produced in large-print, Braille, audio and email.  We aim to give 
you news about NCBA and useful general information.  To the 
best of our knowledge all articles are correct at the time of going 
to print.  If you know someone who would be interested in 
receiving NoISe or if this newsletter is inappropriately addressed 
please let us know. 

mailto:info@ncba.org.uk


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Address 
Reiver House 
Staithes Lane 
Morpeth 
Northumberland 
NE61 1TD 
 
Contact us 
Telephone: 01670 514316 
Email: info@ncba.org.uk 
Website: www.ncba.org.uk 
 
Registered Charity Number: 1102386 
Company Limited by Guarantee: 4451537 

 
 

Leave a legacy gift in your Will 
 
 

Leaving us a gift in your Will, however large or small, will help 
to provide a range of support services to people who are 
registered blind and partially sighted living in Northumberland. 
By remembering us in your Will you can help to ensure that 
our services continue into the future. 
 
We recommend that you seek professional advice when 
drawing up your Will. We do not provide financial or legal 
advice. If you wish to find a solicitor please visit the following 
website: www.lawsociety.org.uk or telephone 0870 606 
2555. For further information on how to set up a personal 
legacy account visit the following website: 
www.cafonline.org/my-personal-giving. The Will site 
provides a complete online service for writing a Will at 
www.thewillsite.co.uk  
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.thewillsite.co.uk/

